Lifetime Small Animal Hospital

“Helping Your Pet Be Its Best - for a Lifetime”
Malcolm L. Blessing, DVM Erin L. Pedersen, DVM

¢ 2627 Big Horn Avenue ¢ Cody, WY 82414

o Phone (307) 587-4324 « Toll free (877) 587-4324
e Emergency 24 hours (307) 587-4324
Web site: www.LTSAHosp.com E mail: dvm@LTSAHosp.com

SHOULD YOU VACCINATE YOUR OWN PETS?

To help ensure the protection of your pet and other pets under our care, we require that your pet be vaccinated
for commonly communicable diseases, especially if it is to be hospitalized, boarded, groomed or surgically treated
at our hospital.

We ask that you provide a certificate from a licensed veterinarian documenting the required vaccinations, or that you
provide us with the name of the veterinarian or clinic where vaccinations were given so we can obtain the information. If
your pet is not currently vaccinated, we will provide that service upon admittance to the hospital for the appropriate fee.

WE DO NOT ACCEPT OWNER-ADMINISTERED VACCINES
AS VALID FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS:

1.  Written instructions provided with the over-the-counter vaccines cannot adequately educate you on proper
vaccine administration. Would you vaccinate your own child for measles if the pharmacist provided you with the
vaccine and syringe?

2. Injury to yourself or others can occur because of lack of training. Children can pick up a needle and stick
themselves, or you may be bitten while attempting to vaccinate your pet.

3. Vaccines purchased over-the-counter are often improperly handled and thus ineffective. You have no control over
the handling of the vaccine before you purchased it. Veterinarians know where their biologics come from and
choose them based on effectiveness and handling.

4. Vaccines administered to an unhealthy animal may be ineffective or even harm the pet. No animal should be
vaccinated without a prior physical examination performed by a licensed veterinarian.

5. Severe allergic reactions (anaphylaxis) may occur following routine vaccine administration. Pet owners are not
equipped to handle this complication.

6. Syringes and needles are considered hazardous medical waste. Disposal of such items in a fandfill can lead to
devastating consequences.

7. PETS NEED REGULAR VETERINARY CARE. Just as your child needs regutar check-ups, your pet does too!
Puppies and kittens should be examined every three to four weeks to ensure proper growth, diet, parasite control
and behavior. Aduit dogs and cats shouid have a complete physical every year. Early detection of tumors,
diseases and parasites helps ensure a better life for your pet AND your family.

At Lifetime Small Animal Hospital, we give a complete physical examination at the time vaccinations are given. The
results of this physical are recorded on your pet's records. This is extremely important information to help us diagnose
any future problems your pet may encounter. This information is helpful for year-to-year comparison of your pet's
statistics. This allows us to detect hidden problems at an earlier time and helps your pet be its best.

If your pet has been vaccinated by you or someone other than a veterinarian, we will ask that the animal be properly
vaccinated by our staff or any licensed veterinarian prior to hospitalization, boarding, grooming or surgical treatment. The
health and well being of your companion animals and the promotion of responsible pet ownership are our primary
concerns.
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